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Celebrating the Anniversary of Elisabeth
Mann Borgese’s 89th Birthday

By Robin South (IOI-OceanLearn)

Friends of IOl gathered to Celebrating the Anniversary of Elisabeth
Mann Borgese’s 89th Birthday

Clive Wilkinson (Coordinator of the Global Coral Reef Monitoring
Network, and an |OI-Australia Board Member) and | were honoured to
be invited to a delightful social evening on April 24th in Tokyo, hosted by
Masako Otsuka, Director of IOl-Japan.

The occasion was the Third and final Meeting of the International Coral
Reef Initiative, Japan/Palau Secretariat, and it coincided with the 89th
birthday anniversary of Elisabeth Mann Borgese.

Our celebration was enhanced with the sharing of a cake prepared by
Fujiko-san. Among distinguished guests at this informal gathering were
Hiroshi Terashima, Executive Director of the Ocean Policy Research
Foundation, and Hiroshi Nishimo of the PROSEED Corporation.

We were also treated to a description of coral reef enhancement
activities in Japan. The evening provided an ideal opportunity to further
cement links between IOl (Australia) and 10I-Japan.

Cake prepared by Fujiko-san

For more information, please contact
editor: Sayaka.kikuoka@orda.com.au
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Andrew will spend 6
months working with
Saitama City, learning
about Japanese culture

and system of government.

Under the Local Government Officials
Training Program (LGOTP) in Japan

By Andrew Hannay

Townsville City Council, Environmental Management Services Project Officer
Andrew Hannay, has been successful in gaining the a position in the 2007
Local Government Officials Training Program, and has secured a unique
opportunity to spend six months living and working in Saitama City, Japan.

This will further strengthen the ties between Townsville City and the Japanese
Council of Local Authorities for International Relationships (CLAIR)
established thought the co-hosting of the 2006 Grassroots Sustainability
Conference.

Andrew will spend 6 months working with Saitama City, learning about
Japanese culture and system of government.

Home stay will be undertaken for the six months spent in Saitama.

Andrew is involved in running community based environmental projects in
Townsville, and is extremely excited about the opportunity and is looking
forward to learning Japanese and experiencing the unique Japanese
culture.

Under the Local Government Officials Training Program (LGOTP) in Japan,
local government employees from around the world are hosted by local
authorities in Japan for 6 to 10 months of training.

It was established in 1996 to promote the international activities of local
governments. Andrew is the only participant for 2007 from Australia \ New
Zealand in this program which usually recruits most of its participants from
South East Asia.

Coral reef regeneration in Okinawa
By Nao Nishino

A view of the coral implantation equipments on the seabed of Okinawa
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Nao Nishino & Takashi Shimazaki

Mr. Shimazaki, who works
in diving shop in Okinawa
in the southern parts of
Japan, is aiming to
regenerate the coral reefs
of Okinawa.

Coral implantation equipment

As you all know, coral reefs are being destroyed by various reasons including
global warming. In recognizing this, Mr. Takashi Shimazaki, who works at a
diving shop in Okinawa, wanted to restore the ocean to its former beauty,
which had so impressed him when he first saw it many years ago.

Mr Shimazaki wondered whether there was anything he could do, when he
came across an “implantation tool” developed by Associate Professor Mineo
Okamoto of the Tokyo University of Marine Science and Technology. Made
of ceramic, the implantation tool resembles a Japanese sake cup, and its
shape is conducive to implantation by baby corals (planula). The
implantation tool is buried in the sea before corals spawn, and has been
designed to increase the rate of planula settlement.

In June 2006, timed to coincide with the coral spawning season and despite
strong winds, high waves and pouring rain, the team took drills and
anchored two racks containing 960 implantation tools and 300 individual
implantation tools to the seabed off Sesoko Island.

After spawning, and despite the racks being damaged and several of the
implantation tools being broken during a typhoon and various other
incidents, baby corals were observed to be growing healthily in the
implantation tools. During an inspection to determine the rate of
implantation, the racks were opened and tools were checked individually
with a microscope for coral settlement. As a result, implantation was
confrmed in 4 of the 24 tools, revealing an implantation rate of
approximately 17%. This represents a reasonably high rate for this area.

Implantation tools will be buried again in June this year. With nature as a
potential challenge, it may take some time, but the intention to continue the
activities until the Okinawa sea is restored to its former splendor.

A view of the deployed coral implantation equipment
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